ESSAYS ON THE GITA

nature out of the tamasic ignorance and inertia to
which its material being is most subject; it is the rajasic
stage of the graded ascent of man towards the supreme
self-knowledge, power and bliss. But if we rest eter-
nally on this plane, .the madhyamd gatih of the Gita,
our ascent remains unfinished, the evolution of the
soul incomplete.  Through the sattwic being and
nature to that which is beyond the three gunas lies
the way of the soul to its perfection.

The movement which will lead us out of the-
disturbances of the lower nature must be necessarily
a movement towards equality in the mind, in the
emotional temperament, in the soul. But it is to be
noted that, although in the end we must arrive at a
superiority to all the three gunas of the lower nature,
it is yet in its incipience by a resort to one or other
of the three that the movement must begin. The
beginning of equality may be sattwic, rajasic or
tamasic; for there is a possibility in the human nature
of a tamasic equality. It may be purely tamasic, the
heavy equability of a vital temperament rendered
inertly irresponsive to the shocks of existence by a sort
of dull insensibility undesirous of the joy of life. Or
it may result from a weariness of the emotions and
desires accumulated by a surfeit and satiety of the
pleasure or else, on the contrary, a disappointment
and a disgust and shrinking from the pain of life, a
lassitude, a fear and horror and dislike of the world:

it is then in its nature a mixed movement, rajaso-
tamasic, but the lower quality predominates.  Or,.
approaching the sattwic principle, it may aid itself by
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